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FAQs about secondary levels I and II 
 

Which school-leaving qualifications will my child take in Year 10? 

At the end of Year 10, our students sit the Mittlerer Schulabschluss or MSA (intermediate school-leaving 

certificate). The MSA is the basic requirement for going to further secondary schools or for the 

commencement of a Berufsausbildung (vocational education and training).  

In addition, our students have the opportunity to take the Berufsbildungsreife or BBR (vocational training 

certificate) at the end of Year 9 or 10, which is the basic requirement for the commencement of a 

Berufsausbildung (vocational education and training).  

 

What are the various options for my child in terms? 

We like to address this issue by taking to heart the well-known proverb, "Many roads lead to Rome". 

It is very exciting to see how varied and practice-oriented the offerings alongside the well-known 

and proven forms of schooling like the Gymnasium after Year 10 actually are. 

In selecting the next secondary school for your child, you can choose from the wide range of 

institutions on offer within Berlin’s educational landscape, in order to find one which best matches 

both your child’s interests and abilities, and your family situation.  

In Berlin, the Abitur (the general University Entrance Diploma) can be taken at a Gymnasium (high 
school or grammar school), Integrierte Sekundarschule (integrated secondary school) or 
Gemeinschaftschule with an upper school and at an Oberstufenzentrum (college centres with 
professional-related priorities). This can involve Fachabitur (vocational training with Abitur) or the 
so-called Abitur auf dem zweiten Bildungsweg (2nd chance educational pathway). 

For example, at the Oberstufenzentren or OSZ, the Abitur can be acquired with vocational technical focal 
points. In Berlin, a huge range of college centres exists, such as the OSZ Recht und Wirtschaft (Law and 
Economics OSZ), the OSZ Chemie, Physik und Biologie (Chemistry, Physics and Biology OSZ), the OSZ 
Kommunikations- Informatik- und Mediengestaltung (Communication, Information and Media Design 

OSZ), the OSZ Mode und Design (Fashion and Design OSZ) or the OSZ Natur und Umwelt (Nature and 
Environment OSZ). These are just a few examples of educational institutions in our city, which take a 

specialised path towards the Abitur. The full list of Oberstufenzentren with their respective locations and 
further information can be found here:  

https://www.sekundarschulen-berlin.de/fachoberschulen 

As a graduate of an OSZ, your child will have an advantage if he or she would like to take up the study of 
a subject matching or related to their chosen profession.  

Should your child initially opt for a Berufsausbildung (vocational training course), they will still have the 
option of taking the Abitur within the second chance educational pathway, i.e. after the training course, 
or of opting for a course of vocational training with Abitur immediately after Year 10. 

We strongly recommend that you take the time in your family to get to know as many institutions 

as you can, in order to familiarise yourselves with all the offers available.  
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How do we support your child and you after Year 10? 

At various career information events and during internships within the framework of our Work & 

Travel program, our students receive a great deal of information, ideas and suggestions. In Year 10, 

we organise a parents' evening where, with the support of the Bundesagentur für Arbeit 

(Employment Agency), we provide detailed information on all the opportunities and possibilities.  

Our experience shows that the majority of students and parents already have concrete ideas by Year 10 

and that they select their next school for the upper stage as of Year 11 for themselves. Through personal 

calls to the head teachers, letters of recommendation from our school administration and valuable 

information on the registration and application process, we support our Year 10 students in achieving 
their desired place, and have thus far enjoyed great success.  

In addition to this, we conclude co-operation agreements with both private and public schools, which 

accept our graduates if they have passed the MSA (intermediate school-leaving certificate).  

Should you have any further questions on this issue, you can arrange individual appointments with our 

school leadership team to discuss them at any time. Please send us an e-mail to info@platanus-schule.de  

or give us a call.  

 

What are the advantages if your child attends our secondary level I? 

In our school, your child is able to learn at a high level up to Year 10 and then seek out a school with an 
upper stage in accordance with their own strengths, interests and desires where there will be two or 

three more years of school until graduation, or alternatively commence a Berufsausbildung (vocational 
training) or opt for a different pathway right after the MSA (intermediate school-leaving certificate).  

Up to now, about 50 percent of a high school class is lost on the way to the Abitur. The most common 

reason for this is that after Year 10 it is preferable to complete a Berufsausbildung (vocational training) 

or to choose another educational path with a different type of school. If students change school after 

10th grade, the chances increase that by carefully selecting the right school or vocational training, they 

will be able to pursue their plans for the future without having to change schools several times. 

 

How important are grade averages and „Förderprognose“ for other secondary school? 

You can get information on the schools’ websites, at information events and at open days with regard to 

how exactly the acceptance process for Year 5 or 7 is designed. Furthermore, in October/November we 

send out a letter with all the important information for the school year in question. 

From Year 5 or 7, other ongoing secondary schools require in each case the so-called "Förderprognose” 
for enrollment. You will receive detailed information on how a „Förderprognose“ is prepared separately 
with the above-mentioned information for parents. 

For the school year 2018/19, at Berlin’s esteemed Gymnasien (high schools/grammar schools), demand 

for places in Year 7 was on average higher by 22.6 percent than the places actually available. At the 

overbooked Integrierte Sekundarschulen, this is even 42.3 percent for Year 7. The majority of available 

school places are issued by means of the grade point average; further places are offered based on 

siblings being at the school, with a further part being issued on a lottery basis. The grade point average 

at the sought-after Gymnasium currently lies at 1.2 for enrollment into Year 7. (Private schools are 
excluded from the ranking list).  
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The focus on just two certificates (from Year 7) or a certificate plus a test (from Year 5) as proof of the 
academic achievements of a child forms too narrow a cross-section of a child's school life - for example, 

in a Year 3 class, the children’s development progression can diverge by up to 2 years and in a Year 5 
class, by up to one school year. These performance differences can be compensated for by means of 

individualised encouragement and support, internal differentiation and team teaching.  

On moving to Year 11, neither Gymnasien nor Integrierte Sekundarschulen or Oberstufenzentren have a 

minimum required grade point average. The grade point average only plays a major role in the case of a 

move into Year 5 or Year 7. This means that good students with a GPA of 2.3 or 2.7 also have a chance 

of securing a place at their desired school for the Abitur, if they move after Year 10. 

 

What chances does my child have of getting a place at the desired school in 

secondary level II? 

In Year 11, the schools have free places. This is even true for very popular schools which are overbooked 
in Year 7. In the past, almost all of our Platanus students got a school place in their first choice school 

when they changed after Year 10. 

 

What role does the 2nd foreign language play in the choice of school after 

Year 10? 

At secondary level, we teach Spanish from Year 7 as a mandatory subject for all students. We exceed the 

number of hours required in Berlin Gymnasium for the second foreign language in Years 9 and 10 by one 
lesson per week. In preparation for the Abitur, by the end of Year 10, our students will even have 
completed more than enough lessons and years in the second language to be admitted onto the Abitur. 

As a result, our graduates enjoy flexibility in terms of their choice of school and courses in the upper 
stage and, according to their own preferences and what the school offers, they are also able to decide 
whether they continue to learn Spanish, to start with a new foreign language or not to pursue any other 
foreign language except English in their Abitur courses.  

 

Would my child have difficulties at the Gymnasium (grammar school/high 

school), if he or she only moves over in Year 11? 

Berlin primary school students often experience a drop in their performance after moving to a 

Gymnasium. We know from experience that our school’s students benefit from their high level of 

performance and that they have been able to maintain, or even improve, their grade point average - no 

matter what ongoing secondary school they went to. We are proud of this, because it speaks volumes 

about our claims and the level of learning in our school from Years 1 to 10.  

The teaching, curriculum, timetable and evaluation in our secondary school are at high school/grammar 

school level. 
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We often hear that children and parents are concerned about the question of whether changing school 

after Year 10 might be disadvantageous, because they have not been there since Year 7. Since the 

course system in all Gymnasien dissolves the class associations and all students will get together anew in 
the respective courses, we can take this worry away from the students and you. 

 

Important information about the 5th and 7th grade 

In Year 4 you will receive the Förderprognose for your child with the semi-annual report of the 4th grade 

only on request, please inform the class leadership team.  

In the Year 6 all students automatically receive a Förderprognose with the half-year report of the 6th 
grade. 

 Year 4: Your child will continue to study in our school 

There is nothing to do. 

 

 Year 4: You wish to change to a grundständiges Gymnasium for Year 5 

The school contract must be cancelled in writing by 31.5.2021 at the latest. Registration periods and 

conditions for changing to a grundständiges Gymnasium can be found on page 9.  

 

 Year 6: Your child will continue to study in our school 

Please have a look at your school contract.  

• If you have signed a school contract for Grundschule, please make an appointment with Mrs 

Ameti to sign the contract, as this one ends with the successful completion of the 6th Grade and 

a new contract must be signed for secondary level I.  

• If you have signed a school contract for Gemeinschaftsschule, it ends with the successful 
completion of the 10th Grade and passing the MSA.  

 

 

 Year 6: You wish to change to another secondary school for Year 7 

Please have a look at your school contract.  

• If you have signed a school contract for Grundschule, it will automatically end with the 

successful completion of the 6th school year, a termination of the contract is not necessary.  

• If you have signed a school contract for the Gemeinschaftsschule, it ends with the successful 
completion of the 10th grade and the passing of the MSA. In this case the school contract must 

be cancelled in writing by 31.5.2021 at the latest. 

 

However you decide, please inform us as soon as possible how long your child will be attending our 

school. You will be informed of all deadlines separately by e-mail by November at the latest. 
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When is the enrollment period and process for ongoing secondary schools in 

Berlin and how is this arranged? 

We have informed you about the registration modalities in our secondary level I on page 8. 

The registration form and Förderprognose must be submitted with your application at all other secondary 

schools. At the last parents’ evening in Years 3 and 5, or no later than the first parents' evening in Years 
4 and 6, our school leadership team will personally inform you about the options and conditions in terms 
of applying to ongoing secondary schools. Once we have all the information concerning the exact 
application period from the Senate Administration, we will pass this on to you in writing - experience 
has shown that this happens in October.  

Here, you will also be able to inform yourself about the enrollment period, should your child wish to 

change school in Years 5 or 7: 

https://www.berlin.de/sen/bildung/schule/bildungswege/uebergang-weiterfuehrende-schule/ 

In this period, the parents make applications for their child. They have the option of specifying a first, 
second and third choice.  

There are also test dates prior to the general enrollment period for acceptance as of Year 5 into rapid 
learning Gymnasien, music-oriented Gymnasium and in the French Gymnasium (so-called Grundständige 
Gymnasien) so that you can be certain of not enrolling your child for a place, for which he or she is not 
suitable. Participation in these tests does not, however, replace the application to a Grundständiges 
Gymnasium within the enrollment period. 

In the event of a move after Year 10, an informal application to the respective desired school, 

accompanied by the final Year 9 annual report, is sufficient. It generally makes sense to do this from 

December, but it is still possible in January/February. In most of the schools, upper stage courses are 

selected in the period from January until about March. The half-yearly Year 10 report and the MSA 

report at the conclusion of Year 10 are then submitted by you. In addition, our graduates receive the 

certificate for bilingualism and the computer driving licence to use in their application. 

  

 


